THE VICTORIANS  AND  AFTER
kindly Light (to which he himself gave the title of The Pillar of the Cloud] is his best known piece, the following will give a rather different idea of his quality at its best, when he is often reminiscent of George Herbert
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS
(Note  In Lyra Apostohca the poem is called The Cross of Christ, and there are some differences in the text)
Whene'er across this sinful flesh of mine
I draw the Holy Sign, All good thoughts stir within me, and renew
Their slumbering strength divine. Till there springs up a courage high and true
To suffer and to do
And who shall say, but hateful spirits around
For their brief hour unbound, Shudder to see, and wail their overthrow^
While on the heathen ground Some lonely saint hails the fresh odour, though
Its source he cannot know
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